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IX. Ett kort utdrag af en Journal^ hallen pa en refa til 
ocb uti Kejfaredomet Japan ^ gjord af DoBor Thunberg 
aren 1775 ^^^ ^11^^ Jkrifvit til Herr Jofeph Banks^ 
Prafes uti Royal Society ^ i London ^""^ 



Read Feb. lo, 1780. 

]^TAR min Herre, i borjan af innevarande ar, under 
^ ^ mit viftande i London, behagade introducera mig 
utiatfkillige falfkaper,der flere af WetenfkapsSocietetens 
refpeitive Ledamoter voro tilfammans, gjordes mig it- 
fkillige fragor, angaende det fynnerliga landet Japan och 
defs inbyggare, fom jag da nti ftorfta korthet hade den 
aran at befvara ; men for at vidare contentera fa val So- 
cietetens, fom min Herres enlkilta nyfikenhet, adreffe- 
rarjag til min herre detta mycket korta utdrag af den 
Journal, jag under mit i6 manaders viftande i det 
aflagfna Japan hallit. 

Det ar min Herre forut bekant, at jag af Gommiflari- 
erne ofver Hortus Medicus och nagre andre forname 
Herrar i Amfterdam blef utfkickad fcirft til Gap de Bonne 
Efperance och fedan til Japan, at gora uti Hiftoria natu- 

(a) For a tranflatlon of this paper fee the Appendix. 
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rali nya nptakter, och at deraf of verf anda lokar och fron, 
fault lefvande trad och bufkar, Jag uppeholl mig try 
Irs tid p^i Gap de Bonne Efperance, et ftalle, fom fourne- 
rade mig ganfka naanga nya, bade Djiir och Vaxter, och 
gick derifran ar 1775 til Batavia, hvarifran jag kort 
derefter, nemligen den 21 Junii, affegiade til Japan pi 
HollandJflca Compagniets ftjep Staveniffe, i folje med et 
annat Ikjep, kalladt Blyenbnrg. Refan fortfattes, fom 
vanligt fker, forbi Pnlo Sapato, Chinelifka landet och 
Formofa, igenom fundet der och Japanlka Golfen, til Na- 
gafaki hamn, fom ar den endafte i hda riket der nRgot 
fkjep har frfhet at infegla. 

Vi utftodo flera fvara ftormar, hvaraf det medfdljande 
ikjeppet Blyenburg blef fa ilia medfarit, at fedan mas- 
terne blifvit forlorade, det ej kunde fortfatta refan til Ja- 
pan, iitan nodgades lopa in til Canton, at der repareras, 
och fedan ga tilbaka til Batavia., 

Den 13 Auguftifingo viJapaniognafigte,och kommo 
in uti Nagafaki hamn dagen der efter. Vi infeglade uti 
hamnen med ganfka manga uphiffade flaggor, och laf- 
fade vare Canoner vid det £a kallade Papenberget, vid 
Kejfarens ochKejfarinnans vagter och fore Nagafaki ftad. 
Under infeglandet kommo om bord tvanne Ofver-Banjo- 
fer, atfkillige Tolkar och under ofEcerare, famt nagre 
Committerade ifran HoHandlka FacSloriet. 

Ofver 
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Cfver Banjoferne, fom kunna jamnliknas med Manda- 
rinerne i China, gingo flraxt at fitta pa et ftallc, fom var 
til den andan tilredt, mitt pa Skjepsdacket, hvilket fate 
de fedan altid nyttjade, fa ofta de viftades om bord. Deffe 
Ofiicerare, fom vaxlas om, aro altid om bord de dagar, da 
fkjeppet loffas eller laftas, och ingen ting far foras hvar- 
ken til eller ifran fkjeppet, under all den tid det ligger i 
hamnen, utan at de aro tilftades. De aga upfigt ofver 
^t det, fom gar ut eller in i fkjeppet: for deras ogon vi- 
fiteras bade folck och gods: framfor dem mcinftras 
hvarjegang alt Ikjepsfolcket: de fcirlanaoch undertekrta 
alia i^afiporter, och gcira dageligen rapport af alt, hvad 
fom forefaller, til Gouverneuren i Nagafaki. 

Det forfta, fom forekom ofs underligt och ovanligt, 
var den flarka vifitation, fom hvar och en perfon, och alt 
det gods, fom fbrdes til eller ifran fkjeppet,mafleunderga, 
Denna vifitation forrattadesicke alien aft ganfka noggrant, 
utan den fkjedde dubbelt, namligen bade pa fkjeppet och 
i land* Sangkladerne upfprattades, och fjelfva f jadrarne i 
dem ranfakades: kiflor utpackades anda til botn, och 
fjelfva plankorne i dem klappades pa alia fidor, til at up- 
tacka,ominuti dem voro nagrahemliga gjommor : fmor- 
pottor och confitur-krukor rordes inuti med en jernfpits : 
uti oflar fkars forfl et flort hal, och fedan flacks en knif 
in at alia fidor : ja de mifstrodde fjelfva aggen och flogo 

Vol, LXX. U afven 
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afven dcraf atfldlfigc i ftyckea. Hvarje perfon, fom gar 
ifran ellcr til ikjeppet, vifiteraa af yen lika ikarpt. Vili- 
tatoiSi ftlyker mediina bander langs ryggen, lidorne och 
magen> anda ned til knan, fa at ingen ting pa lifvet kan 
gjomas, titan at haa uptadsier det. Denne vifitatk>n made 
nu alia, utan atfkilnad, underga, anda ifrin Chefen intil 
den Tamfta matros, enligt de ordres, fom ar 1775 ^^^ 
komma ifran Kejiferliga Hofvet. 

TilfrJreae var denna vifitation icke allenaft mindre 
ftrang, utan Chefen och Ikjeps Capitenerne voro aldeles 
firie ifran den famma, och Capitenerne hade da tilfalle, at 
lurendraga in fa mycket gods, deville, til hvilken anda 
de voro kladde i en ganfka ilor och vid 6fverrack, med 
tvaoae flora f ackar eller fickor pa inre fkiorne, fom fyldes 
med contraband-varor, nar de gingo til eller ifran land, 
hvilcket fkjedde gemenligen trenne ganger om dagen. 

Orfaken til denna ftranga viiitationen aro Europaeerne 
fjielfve, fom ifran den ena tiden til den andra, med fine 
liMrendragerier retat Japanlka Regeringen, til at mer och 
mer infkranka deras frihet; och da den famma lange 
BOg markt, at ju nogare de vifiterades, ju finare 
de ofvade fine bedragerier, fa har den omfider tagit 
deremot fadane matt oeb fteg, at nu mera for den aldra- 
fiateligafte icke en enda utvag mer ar cifrig til oloflig 
kaadels drifvande. For nagra ar fedan hade en flcjeps 
3 under- 
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undef-ofScerare la uti fjelfva byxorne fdrdciljt en fogel, i 
tanka at falja den famma, da han kommit i land; men 
under fjelfva vifitationen, til olycka, begynte foglen at 
ijunga och bedrageriet uptacktes: iedan den tiden vifi- 
teras utanpl hos Matroferne oeh famre folek byxorne, 
och fjelfva haret pa Slafvarne, 

Japonefen ar til fargen gulagtig, ehuru man ibland 
linner nagre, i fynnerhet Fruntimren, fom aro mycket 
hvita. De Ikiljas ifran alle andre nationer, undantagne 
Chinefen och Tartaren, med fine djupe och aflange cigon 
famt hSga ogonbryner. Nafan ar ej platt, ehuru hon ar 
nagot tjockare och kortare, an pa en Etirop6. Haret ar 
fvartjoch upfattes pa enahanda vis, fa at en framling hUr 
icke utan ftorfta forundran, anfkadar et almant mode, 
fom nti har-f riftire och kladning, hos en hel nation^ ar 
ofoi^ndradt, &ida ifran Kejfarens Thron intU den lagfta 
koja, 

Mannerneupfkicka fit har pa helt annatt fatty an andra 
konet: hela forhufvudet och midden anda til nacken 
afrakas aldeles,ochhalles*afven fa frit for har, fom hakan 
ifran fkjagg; det ofriga, fom ar vid tinningarne och i 
nacken, upftrykes och bindes ofver hjeffan tilhopa med 
en hvit trid ; utom denna bindningen lamnas haret fa 
langt fom en finger, och klippes der tvartaf, orabindes 

U a med 
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med reften af forra traden, och bojes emot huf vudet, lika 
fom eii krokug finger* 

Andra kcinet behaller alt fit bar, ntan at deraf afraka 
nagot. Haret upftrykes emot kuUen och viras der til- 
hopa i en knut, famt utdrages at fidorne i tvanne breda 
vingar: bakom kntiten fattes en kam, och igenom knu- 
ten atfkillige langa zirater ntaf olika Ikapnad och 
amne. 

Medici och Prafter^ fom gemenligen lata raka hela 
hufvudet, och barn, fom ej annu hunnit til manlig alder, 
aro de endafte, fom gora i detta modet nagot undantag, 
til at Ikilja fig ifran de ofriga af nationen^ 

Hela nationen bar enahanda och fin egen Tarflcilda 
kladedragt, fom ifran urminnes tider varit oforandrad. 
Den beftSr uti en eller flere Nattrackar, fom bindas til 
cm lifvet med et balte. Fruntimren hafva gemenligen 
defle langre, och ofta flapande efter fig. Defle nattrackar 
aro cm fommaren ganlka tunna, och om vintren iipftop- 
pade med t|ock filke-eller bomuls-wadd. De forname 
nyttja hartil filke,och de fattige bomuls tyger* Fruntim- 
ren ny ttja deraf gemenligen et ftorre antal, och aga dem 
pragtigare, ofta med invafne guld-och filfver blomor* 

Nattracken ar vid broftet nagot open, och bar mycket 
vida armar, hvars opning framtil ar til halften ihqpfy dd, 
och formerar en Tack, innom hvilken de kunna indraga 

handerne, 
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handerne, och i hvilken de kunna bevara papper och an- 
dre faker, lika fom i en ficka. Mannerne hafvautom defs 
en mantel eller half nattrack, fom racker til hoften, af 
ganlka tunt,fvart tyg,och utan panattrackenlangabyxor, 
fom mycket likna en fruntimmers kjortel, open ganlka 
langt ned pa bagge fidor, Med deffe tvanne fednare Ikiljes 
battre folck ifran den famfta pobelen, M°nge nyttja 
underbyxor iitaf linne, men benen aro altid nakne. De 
bruka aldrig Ikor, utan endaft toflor af halm flatade, 
forfedde med en bogel och et band, fom ftickes emellan 
ftortan och den nafla tan, til at halla dem faft. Endaft i 
vintren bruka de fackor af linne pa fotterne. Nar det ar 
mycket orent och regnvader, nyttja de hoga tralkor. 
Hufvudet betackes aldrig, om icke de aro pa refor, da de 
nyttja en conilk hatt af halm ; utan de bruka follkarmar 
(parafols) at Iky dda hufvudet for ftark folhetta och regn. 

Uti baltet, fom om lifvet fafthaller nattracken, infattes 
fabelen, folfjadren och tobakspipan. Sabelen inftickes 
pa vanftra fidan, fa at fkarpa aggen altid vetter upat. De, 
fom aro uti nagon public tjanft,draga altid tvanne fablar, 
hvaraf den ena altid ar langre. 

Hufen byggas af traftolpar, fom pa nagon diftance in- 
huggas i hvarandra, naftan fom pa korsverkshus ; emel- 
lan deffe flatas fonderklyfde bambokappar, och pa ymfe 
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iidor af dem beftrykes leraoch hvitlimmas, fl at delikna 
et ftetihus. Vi-ningarne aro ofta tvanne, hvaraf den 
ofverfta ar lagare, oeh nyttjas ei fa almant til boning. 
Taken aro merendels takte med flora och tunga, faftan 
vackra och val gjorda pannor af bla lera. Golf vet, fom 
altid ar uphojdt en aln ifran jorden, belagges med brader 
och ofvan pa dem aflanga mattor, flatade och fylde med 
halm, utaf try eller fyra fingers tjocklek. Hela hufet 
utgor et enda ftort rxjm, fom fedan kan afdelas i fS 
manga fmarre kamrar, fom de behaga, med rammar, 
fom infattas i dertil inrattade trabjalkar, fom fa val uptil 
under taket, fom nedtil pa golfvet, blifvit inlagde. Sa- 
dane rammar Uro gemenligen ofverdragne med tjockt 
maladt papper, och likna vare tapeter* Fonftren befta 
afven af rammar, afdelte i fma rutor, och pakliftradt 
hvitt, ganfka tunt papper, 

Man finner aldrig nagra meubler uti Japonefens hus, 
hvarken fpeglar ell^r vaggur, fkap eller bureauer, ftolar 
«ller bOjTd, kakelugnar eller fpifar^ fofFor eller f angar. 
Deras fed ar, at fitta ned pa de mjuka och fnygga golf- 
mattorne, laggande fina fotter under kroppen, fa at deras 
egna halar blifva deras floL Under maltiderne fram- 
fattes hvarje ratt f arfkild, afven pa defTe mattor, dock pa 
et litet, knapt try eller fyra tums hogt bord. Speglar, 
fom de likval ej upfatta i hufet til nagon prydnad, gdra de 

af 
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af en componerad metall, famt nyttja dem endaft vid 
liarets iiplagning. 

Spifar och kakelugnar aro hos dem aldeles obekante^ 
faftan den ftranga blallen och kolden tvingar dem, til at 
varma fina hus ifran Novembris til Martii man^d ; men i 
defs ftalle nyttja de flora koppargrytor med breda flata 
braddar och fotter, hvilke infattas i rummen, pa fjelfva 
golfvets halmmattor, DeiTe grytor bekladas in iiti med 
lerbruk, och fyllas til en del med ren afka, hvarpi val ut- 
branda furukol upftapplas, fom i brand ftukne npvarma 
rumet, titan at ofa. 

Tobakens bruk har utan tvifvel hos Japoneferne blif- 
vit forft bekant igenom Portugiferne ; men faftan bagge 
konen har roka och afven nngt folck, fa fkjer dock fa- 
dant mycket fparfamt. Nar de vela fagna en ankommen 
framande, fa ar gemenligen tobakspipan och en kopp 
th^vatn det forfta, fom bjudes honom* Pipan beftar af et 
kortare eller langre val gjordt tralkaft med muriftycke 
och hufvud, utaf maffing eller hvit koppar. Sjelfva 
hufvudet ar ej ftcirre, an at det kan ryma en ftor art, 
och fjelfva tobaken, fom ar fiilkomligen torr, karfvas fa 
fin, fom hiifvudhar, utaf en fingers langd: den mafte 
altfa vridas ihop likfom til en pill, for at kunna ftoppas i 
piphufvudet. Nar den blifvit ftucken i brand, ar pipan 
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latteligen och med nigra fa drag uti-cikt. Pa detta fatt 
roka de flere pipor I rad, famt utblafa roken langfamt 
igenom nasbororne. 

Solfjadren nyttjas, utaf bagge konen, at dermed i het- 
tan fvalka lig, och ar derfcire altid bade innom och utom 
hus deras trogna foljeflagare. 

Hela nationen ar fallen for fnygghet och renhet; man 
finner derfore uti hvarje hus, och uti alia herberg for re* 
fande en badftuga, der de hvarje dag, utan forfummelfe, 
tvattafig. 

Sallan eiier aldrig far man fe nagon mansperfon, fom 
icke har fina klader teknade med fit figils marke, hvilket 
med famma f arg, hvarmed tyget blifvit trykt eller f ar- 
gadt, pa fml dertil pa armar och rygg hvite lamnade 
runde flackar blifvit teknat, och gor, at agaren altid igen- 
kanner fin kladning, jDkjont den funnos lagd ibland 
hundrade andra. 

Horfamhet och lydnad emot foraldrar famt odmjuk- 
het emot forman i agt tages har pa det alranogafte. Det 
ar nojfamt at fe, med hvad refpe<£t, fom en fcirnam och 
en Ambetsman bemcites. De ftadna icke allenaft, om de 
mota en f adan, eller om han rakas i nagot hus, hSlla fig 
pa langre afftand ifran honom, utan bcija afven fine huf- 
vuden anda ned til jorden. Vanliga aro de altid emot 

hvarandra, 
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livarandra, i halsningarj tal och Stborder, Barnen vanjas 
harvid ifran forfta barndomen, och foraldrarne forega 
dem med fit exempel. Aga och ftrafF aro f alfynte i laii- 
det, men lagar och ftrafF ganfka flranga, Mannifkjor 
aro val af naturen pa alle orter benagne til ondt, men 
knapt gifves nagot land, der ^ndre fdrbrytelfer fkje 
emot landets lagar. 

Uti deras namn ar nagonting, fom fortjanar upmark- 
famhet, Stam-namnet nyttjas aldrig i dageligt tal, ntan 
endaft, da de undertekna nagon ikrift. Med fornamnet 
ater namnas och ropas de i dagligt tal, och det famma 
fcirandras efter deras olika aldrar och efter olika fy flor, 
fam de med tiden beklada, fa at de,i fin lifstid ibland agt 
fern eller fex farfkilde farnamn, faftan familie namnefe 
altid varit oforandradt* 

Sin alder rakna de altid jamnt med det aret, pa hvilket 
de varit fddde, antingen det Ikjett i borjan eller flutet: 
f aledes raknas et barn altid ai"gammalt, fa fnart nyars- 
dagen infaller, anlkjont det kommit til verlden endaft 
nagre dagar forut^ 

Handel och flogder aro hos Japanika nationen i floi:, 
faft icfce i den grad^ fom i Europa ; ty deras behof aro g 
fa manga : men Akerbruket ar hos dem uti ftorfta varde, 
fa at man har fer jordytan dfver alt, och de mafte bergen 
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anda up til topparne upbrukade. Utrikes liandel drifva 
de endaft medHdUandfka crchClhinelifka Compagnierne# 
Emot Koppar och ra Campher,fora HoHaridaren utforer, 
atertaga de Puderfocker, Modernaglickorj SappantrS^ 
Elfenben, tenn, bly, Ikilpadlkal, Chitfer, TafFecelastyger 
och nagre andre fmafaker. 

Som HoUandlka Compagniet i Japan aldeles icke be- 
talar nagon tuU for ut-eller in-gaende varor, fa f atidas i 
det ftailet arligen fkanker til Hofvet, fom befta i kladen^ 
Chitfer, Succotas, bomulstyger och llundom nagra rari- 
teter. Pa denna refa, foiii forrattas endaft af trenne 
Europaeer och vidpafs tvahundrade Japonefet, hade jag 
det nojet, at folja Ambaltadeuren til den langft bort i larl^ 
det belagna Hufvudftaden Jedo. 

Den 4 Martii 1776 afrefte vi ifran var lilla 5' Dezima 
och Nagafaki ftad igenom Kc^ora til Simonofekij der vi 
den I a gingo om bord pa et fot ofs tilredt ftort fartyg, 
iivarmed vi innom Ikars affeglade til Fiogo. Refan fort* 
fattes vidare dfver land til Ofacca, en af de forn*amfta 
handelsftader i Riket, der vi tiibragte den 8 och 9 
Aprilis. Innom en dags refa ankommo vi den 10 derpa 
foljande til Miaco, Andeliga Kejfarens ttufvudftad. Har 
fdrtofvade vi tvanne dagar, och pljQkyndade var refa til 
Hufvudftaden Jedo, dit vi lyckeligetx anlande den i Maji* 

3 Refan 
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Refan til lands fkjer altid uti Nwiraons, en fort af 
Palanquins, fom aro tilflutne och forfedde me4 fonfter/ 
famt baras utaf flere man. Skankerne fa val fora dag^ 
liga Provianten baras Ufven af folck uti kiftor, och nagre 
fa faker fciras pi packhaftar. OflScerare och Tpik?r 
ledfaga ofs, och befiirja om all ting, fa att yi Jkunna gfcfjra 
en nojfam och obekymrad refa. 

Den 1 8 Maji var den dag, da vi hade hos Cubo^ ellet 
verldfliga Kejfaren, hos Kronprinfen och de tolf Rikfens 
Rad var audience; dagen derpa hos Tempelherrarne^ 
fom fcira ftyret cifver kyrkorne, och Stadens Gouver* 
neurer med flere. Den 23 pafoljande hade vi vir 
afikjeds audience, afrefte irSn Jedo den a 6 Maji, och 
ankommo til Miaco den 7 Junii. Nu p^ Iterrefan hade 
vi har den 8 Junii audience :hosK(5}fai?«ns StSthallare, fom 
afven far nagre :fkanker,efter vi Aldeles icke fS aflagga 
nigot befdk bos JQairi. Den iti^i^ vi tilftand, at 
vandra uti och ikring Sta4eqi at^befe deras kyrkor och 
ftorre hus; men afrefle-emotrfftonen derifrin til Ofacca. 
Denna vackra och for fin handel val belagna ftad fingo 
vi frihet at genomvandra den 13, och at befe defs kyr- 
kor, comoedier, andre markvardigheter, och i fynnerhet 
huru kopparen fmaltes, fom endaft ikjer i denna ftaden, 
och ei pa nagot annat ftalle mer i Riket. Hos Stadciis 
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Gouvcrneurer hade vi den 14 audience^ och fortfatte fe* 
dan vidare var refautil Fibgo. Efter vanligheten gingoVi 
bar pa et ftoi^t f arty g den 1 8 dm bord, at fjovagen a^a til 
Simonofeki och KoKota, dit vi ankommo den 2^3-. Sedan, 
blefvo vi uti NorimoRS burne til Nagafaki och vart lilla 
fadtorie pa 6en Dezima, hvareflr vi flutade den fiftar 
^unii var Ambaffade, efter 1x8 dagars refa». 
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L Tranjlatton of a Jhori Exiraii from a Journal kept by C, P. 
Thuiiberg, M. D. during his Voyage to^ and Re^dence /«, the 
Empire of Japan, in a Letter addrefed to the Prejideni. See 
page 143. 



Q T 1? 

DURING my fliort refidence In London, where you did mc 
the honour of introdiiclnat me to man? men of learning* 
converfatlons frequently arofc. In which queftions were aiked of 
me concerning the empire of Japan : to thefc I could at that 
time give anlwers only from memory; but, having now 
got poleffion of my papers, I have drawn out, for the farther 
latlsfaftion of the Royal Society, and your particular friends, 
the following fhort extraft of a journal which I kept regularly 
during a refidence of fixteen months In that diftant country^ 

To you, SIR, it is already known, that I was fent out by the 
directors of the Botanic Gardens at Amfterdam, and fome other 
eminent men of that place; firft to the Cape of Good Hope, and 
from thence to Japan : In order to Inveftlgate the natural hiftory 
of thofe countries, and to fend from thence feeds and living 
plants of unknown kinds, for the ufe of their coUedions in 
Holland. At the firft of thefe places I relided three years ; and 
during that time had the good fortune to obferve and dcfcribc 
many new fpecles both of animals and vegetables. 

In the year 1775 I failed from thence for Batavia, and after a 
fhort ftay there, embarked on board a Dutch fhip, called Sta- 
venifle, bound for Japan, in company with the Blyenburg, On 
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the 21 ft of June, we failed and pafled Pulo Sapatoo, the Coaft 
of China, and the Ifland Formofa. On the 13th of Auguft we 
made the land of Japan, and the day after were off the harbour 
of Nagafacci, the only one m that empire where foreign Ihips 
are allowed to anchor. 

During this pafl'age we met with fevere gales of wind, in one 
of which the Blyenburg, having received much damage in her 
mafts, parted company, and (as we afterwards learned) was 
obliged to go back to Canton, to refit. 

We failed into the harbour of Nagafacci with our colours 
flying, and faluted the Papenburg, the Emperor's and Emprefs's 
guard, and the Town itfelf. During this time there came on 
board of us two Over Banjofes, feveral interpreters, and infe- 
rior officers, and fome people belonging to the Dutch Faftory. 

Thefe Over Banjofes may be compared to the Mandarins of 
China : a place is prepared for them upon the fhip's deck, and 
fome of them (for they are frequently changed) muft be prefent 
when any thing is taken out of, or received into, her. They 
infpeft every thing, mufter the people, give paflports to fuch as 
go on fhore, and every day report to the governor of Nagafacci 
the proceedings on board. 

The attention and care with which thefe gentlemen execute 
the orders iflued by the Imperial Court in 1775 is well worthy 
of relation. The moft minute articles which are carried out of 
a fhip undergo a jealous infpe£lion, both when they are put into 
the boats, and when they are landed from them ; and the fame 
caution is ufed in embarking goods from thefhore. 

Bedding is ripped open, and the very feathers examined, 
Chefts are not only emptied of their contents, but the boards of 
which they are made are fearched, left contraband goods fliould 
be concealed in their fubftance. Pots of fweetmeats and of 
butter are ftirred round with an iron Ikewer. Our cheefes had 
a more narrow infpeftion ; a large hole was cut into the middle 
of each, and a knife thruft into the fides of it in every direftion : 
even the eggs were not exempted from fufpicion ; many of them 
were broken, left they fhould conceal contraband goods within 
them. 

OurfelveSj 



Voyage to Japan. iii 

Ourfelves, from the higheft to the loweft, underwent the fame 
fufpicious fcrutiny whenever we went from or returned on 
board the Ihip. Our backs were firft ftroked down by the hand 
of the infpe<9:or; our fides, bellies, and thighs, were then in like 
manner examined ; fo that it was next to impoffible that any 
thing could be concealed. 

Formerly, they were lefs exad in this vifitation ; the chief of 
the faftory and captain of the veflel were even exempted from 
it. This priviledge they ufed in its utmoft extent : each drefled 
himfelf in a great coat,, in which were two large pockets, or 
ratiier facks, for the reception of contraband goods, and they 
generally palled backwards and forwards three times a day. 

Abufcsof this nature irritated the Japan government fo much, 
that they refolved to make new regulations. For fome time 
they found, that the more dexterity they ufed in detefting the 
tricks of the Europeans, the more dextroufly they contrived to 
evade them : at laft, however, by repeated trials, they have fo 
compleatly abridged their liberties, that it is now almoft, if not 
abfolutely impoffible, to fmuggle any thing. 

The complexions of the Japaneie are in general yellowifh, 
although fome few, generally women, are almoft white. Their 
narrow eyes and high eye-brows are like thofe oi the Chinefe 
and Tartars. Their nofes, though not flat, are fliorter and 
thicker than ours. Their hair is univerfally black ; and fuch a 
famenefs of fafhion reigns through this whole empire, that the 
head-drefs is the fame from the emperor to the peafant. 

The mode of the men's head-drefs is fingular; the middle 
part of their heads, from the forehead very far back, is clofe- 
fhaven ; the hair remaining round the temples and nape of the 
neck is turned up and tied upon the top of the head into a kind 
of brufh about as long as a finger ; this brufh is again lapped 
round with white thread, and bent a little backwards. 

The women preferve all their hair, and, drawing it together 
on the top of the head, roll it round a loop, and fattening it 
down with pins, to which ornaments are affixed, draw out the 
fides till they appear like little wings ; behind this a comb is 
ftuck in. 

A 2 Phyficians 
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Phyficians and priefts are the only exception to the general 
faihion ; they (have their heads intirely, and are by that means 
diftingullhed from the reft of the people. 

The fafhion of their cloaths has alfo remained the fame front 
the higheft antiquity. They confift of one or more loofe gowns, 
tied about the middle with a falh ; the women wear them much 
longer than the men, and dragging on the ground In fummer 
they are very thin ; but m winter quilted with filk or cotton 
wadding 

People of rank have them made of filk ; the lower clafs of 
cotton fluffs. Wornen generally wear a greater number of 
them than men, and have them more ornamented, often \vitli 
gold or filver flow^ers woven into the fluff. 

Thefe gowns are generally left open at the breaft ; their 
fleeves are very wide, but partly fe wed up In front, fo as to 
make a kind of pocket, into which they can eafily put their 
hands, and In this they generally carry papers, or fuch like 
light things. 

Men of confequence are diftinguiflied from thofe of Inferior 
rank by a fhort jacket of thin black fluff, which Is worn over 
their gowns, and trowfers open on the fides, but fewed toge- 
ther near the bottom, which take In their fkirts. Some ufe 
drawers, but all have their legs naked. They wear fandals of 
ftraw, faftened to their feet by a bow pafling over the inflep, and 
a ftring which pafles between the great toe and that next to It, 
fixing to the bow. In winter they have focks of linen, and hi 
rainy or dirty weather wooden fhoes. 

They never cover their heads but on a journey, when they 
ufe a conical cap made of ftraw ; at other times they defend 
themfelves from the fun or the rain bv fans or umbrellas. 

In their fafh they faften the fabre, fan, and tobacco- 
pipe ; the fabre always on the left fide, and (contrary to our 
European cuftom) with the fharp edge uppermoft. Thofe who 
are In public employments wear two, the one confiderably 
longer than the other. 

Their houfes are built with upright pofls, croflTed and wattled 

with bamboo^ plalftered both without and witiiin, and white- 
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waflied. They gfen^fjtlly have twoftories; but the ii|)permoft 
is low, and feldom inhabited. The rdofs aire covered with pan- 
tiles, large and heavy, but neatly made. The floors are elevated 
two feet from the ground, and covered with planks. On thefe 
are laid mats which are double, and filled with ft raw three or 
four inches thick. The whole houfe confifts of one large room ; 
but may be divided at plenfure into feveral fmaller, by partitions 
made with frames of wood, filled up with painted paper, that fix 
into grooves made for that purpofe in the floor and cieling. The 
windows are alfo frames of wood, divided into fquares, filled up 
with very thin white paper, tranlparent enough to anfwer tole- 
rably well the purpofe of glafs. 

They have no furniture in their rooms ; neither tables chairs, 
ftools, benches, cup-boards, or even beds. Their cuftom is to 
fit down on their heels upon the mats, which are always foft and 
clean. Their viduals are ferved up to them on a low board, 
faifed but a few inches from the floor, and one difh only at ^ 
time. Mirrors they have, but never fix them up in their houfes 
as ornamental furniture ; they are made of a compound metal, 
and ufed only at their toilets.; 

Notwithftanding the feverity of their winters, which oblige 
them to warm their houfes from November to March, they have 
tieither fire-places nor ftoves: inftead of thefe they ufe large 
copper pots ftanding upon legs ; thefe are lined on the infide 
^ith loam, on which arfies are laid to fome depth, and charcoal 
lighted upon them, which feems to be prepared in fome manner 
which renders the fumes of it not at all dangerous. 

The Portuguefe, in all probability, firft introduced the ufe of 
tobacco into Japan : however, be that as it may, they ufe it 
now with great frugality, though both fexes, old and youngs 
continually fmoke it, blowing out the fmoke thmugh their nol- 
trils. The firft compliment ofi^ered to a ftranger in their houfes 
is a dlfti of tea and a pipe of tobacco. Their pipes have mouth- 
pieces and bowls of brafs or white copper. The hollow of 
the bowl is fo fmall as fcarce to contain an ordinary pea. The 
tobacco is cut as fine ^s a hair about a finger's length, and is 
rolled up in fmall balls like pills, to fit the imall hollow in the 
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bowl of the pipe ; which pills, as , they can laft but for a few 
whifFs, muft be very frequently renewed. 

Fans are ufed by both fexes equally, and are, within or with- 
out doors, their infeparable companions. 

The whole nation are naturally cleanly ; every houfe, whe- 
ther public or private, has a bath, of which conftant and daily 
nfe is made by the whole family. 

You feldom meet a man who has not his mark imprinted on 
the fleeves and back of his cloaths, in the fame colour in which 
the pattern is printed : v%^hite fpots are left in manufafturing 
them, for the purpofe of inferting thefe marks. 

Obedience to parents and refpe6l to fuperiors is the charac- 
teriftick of this nation. It is pleafing to lee the refpeft with 
which inferiors treat thofe of high rank : if they meet them 
abroad, they flop till they have pafl'ed by ; if in a houfe, they 
keep at a diftance, bowing their heads to the ground. Their 
falutations and converfations between equals abound alfo with 
civility and politenefs ; to this children are early accuftomed by 
the example of their parents. 

Their penal laws are very fevere ; but punilhments are feldom 
infli6ted. Perhaps there h no country where fewer crimes again ft 
Society are committed. 

Their ufage of names differs from that of all other nations. The 
family name is never made ufe of but in (igning folemn con^ 
tradts, and the particular name by which individuals are diftin- 
guiihed in converfation varies according to the age or fituation of 
the perfon who makes ufe of it ; fo that fornetimes the fame 
perfon is, in his life-time, known by five or fix different names. 

They reckon their age by even years, not regarding whether 
they were born at the begiiming or the end of a year, fo that a 
child is faid to be a year old on the new year's day next after his 
birth, even though he has not been born many days. 

Commerce and manufactures fliourifh here, though, as thefe peo^ 
pie have few wants, they are not carried to the extent which we 
fee in Europe. Agriculture is fo well underftood, that the whole 
country, even to the tops of the hills, is cultivated. They trade 
with no foreigners but the Dutch and Chinefe, and in both cafes 
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with companies of priviledged merchants. The Dutch export 
copper and raw camphire, tor which they give In return fiigar, 
ripe cloves, fappan wood. Ivory, tin, lead, tortolfe-ihell, chlntzs-, 
and a few trifles more. 

As the Dutch company do not pay duty In Japan, either on 
their exports or imports, they fend an annual prefent to the 
court, confifting of cloth, chintzs, {iiccotas, cottons, ftuirs, and 
trinkets, 

I had the fatisfaftion to attend the ambaflador, who was In- 
trufted with thefe prefents, on his journey to Jeddo, the capital 
of this vaft empire, iituated at an immenfe diftance from Naga- 
facci, a journey on which three Eiuropeans only are permitted to 
go, attended by two hundred Japanefe at leaft/ 

We left our little ifland of Dezima, and the town of Naga- 
facci, on the 4th of March, 1776, and travelled through Cocora 
to Simonofeki, where we arrived on the 1 2th, and found a veflel 
prepared for us ; \vt embarked on board her, and coafted along to 
Fiogo. From thence we travelled by land to Ofacca, one of the 
principal commercial towns in the empire. At this place we 
remained the 8th and 9th of April, and on the loth arrived at 
Miaco, the refidence of the Dairl, or ecclefiaftical emperor. Here 
we alfo flayed two days; but after that made the beft of our 
way to Jeddo, where we arrived on the ift of May. 

We were carried by men in a kind of palankins, called Norl- 
mons, covered, and provided with whidows. The prefents alfo 
and our provifions were carried on men's fhoulders, except a few 
articles, which were loaded on pack-horles. The Japanefe offi- 
cers who attended us provided us with every thing, fo that our 
journey was by no means troublefome. 

On the 1 8th we had aii audience of the Cubo, or temporal 
emperor, of the heir-apparent, and of the twelve fenators ; the 
day following, of the ecclefiaftical governors, the governors of 
the town, and other high officers. On the 23d we had our 
audience of leave. We left Jeddo on the 26th of May, and 
arrived at Miaco on the 7th of June. Here we had an audience 
of the emperor's viceroy, to whom we alfo made prefents, as 
we were not allowed to fee the Dairl, or ecclefiaftical emperor. 

On 
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On the nth we procured leave to walk about the town, and 
vlfit the temples and principal buildings. In the evening we fet 
out for Ofacca, vi^hich town we were alio permitted to view, 
which we did on the 13th. 

We faw temples, theatres, and many curious buildings ; but, 
above all, the manufadory of copper, which is melted here, and 
no where eUe in the empire. 

On the 14th we had an audience of the governors of this 
town ; after which we refumed our journey to Fiogo, where 
we again embarked on the i8th, and proceeded by fea to Simo- 
nofeki, from whence we arrived on the 23d at Cocota, and from 
thence were carried in Norimons to Nagafacci, and arrived at 
our little ifland Dezima on the laft day of June, after an abfence 
of one hundred and eighteen days. 




